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	 Robbie	 was	 a	 gifted	 scientist	 who	
contributed	greatly	 to	our	knowledge	of	
insects,	mollusks,	 and	 their	 interactions	





Agricultural	 Pest	Management	 in	 1982.	
In	 1983	 he	 joined	 the	Western	 Samoa	





















where	 he	 served	 as	
a	United	Nations	 re-
search	 scientist	 coordinating	 research	
activities	of	the	Regional	Fruit	Fly	Proj-





studied	 pests	 of	 floriculture	 crops	 and	
developed	export	protocols	and	quarantine	
treatments.	He	worked	on	thrips,	burrow-
ing	 caterpillars,	 ants,	 scale	 insects,	 and	
mealybugs.	He	was	 very	 interested	 in	
non-chemical	approaches	including	plant	






that	 limonene,	 a	 citrus	 extract,	 easily	
removed	 the	 protective	wax	 coating	 of	
insects,	and	he	developed	emulsifier	and	










the	 risk	 for	 accidental	 introduction	 of	
yellow	 jackets	 and	 other	 pests	 in	 sea-
freight	 containers	with	Christmas	 trees	





tor	 status	 of	 slugs	 and	 snails	 in	Hawaii	
and	 other	 Pacific	 islands,	 documenting	
pest	problems	and	distributions,	develop-
ing	methods	 to	prevent	 or	 control	 these	






















pest	at	 the	 time	 that	has	 since	 reshaped	
the	 coffee	 industry.	 He	 started	many	
cooperative	 projects	with	 growers	 and	
other	scientists	that	continue	in	one	form	
or	another	to	this	day.	Robbie	developed	
a	 freezing	 treatment	 for	 control	 of	 cof-
fee	 berry	 borer	 (CBB)	 in	 green	 coffee	
that	 is	 approved	 for	 use	 by	 the	Hawaii	
Department	of	Agriculture	for	intrastate	
























in	 the	United	States.	The	 course	 of	 his	
professional	career	resulted	in	more	than	









island,	 from	 the	floriculture	 industry	 in	
East	Hawaii	that	he	worked	with	for	more	
than	a	decade,	and	coffee	growers	in	West	









and	was	 involved	 in	 several	 important	
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lessons	 at	Waikiki	 beach.	 Robbie	 left	
behind	a	scientific	legacy	in	plant	protec-
tion	 guaranteed	 to	 inspire	 young	 pest	
management	professionals	and	naturalists	
alike.	Beyond	his	scientific	legacy,	many	
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